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From the Chair 
by Marco Testa (Chairperson) 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
I am excited to introduce our first edition of a monthly 
newsletter aimed to inform our members and the broader 
community about the developments at Italian Colleges 
Australia and the 2023 vision for Emiliani Italian College to open 
to our first cohort of Kindy-Stage 1 students. 
 
Since the day of our founding, on 15 August 2020, we have achieved the following targets: 

● Registered as a Public Company Limited by Guarantee 
● Obtained Charitable status with the ACNC and Tax Exemptions with ATO 
● Obtained the Authority to Fundraise with the NSW Office of Fair Trading 
● Created 4 subcommittees of expertise in the areas of Governance, Engagement, 

Planning and Curriculum. These allow us a constant connection with the community.  
● Opened a Society Bank Account with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
● Attended professional development with the Association of Independent Schools to 

understand more clearly the steps involved in establishing Emiliani Italian College 
● Launched a website to interact further with the community www.italiancolleges.org.au  

 
We will be moving now into drafting a Memorandum of Understanding to submit for 
consideration by the Somascan Fathers in NSW. The Somascans were established by Saint 
Jerome Emiliani in 1537 to carry out the teaching and apostolate of service to the poor 
commenced by Emiliani himself.  
 
The MOU will grant the college the spiritual guidance and support from the Fathers who are 
now serving Sydney at the Parishes of Moorebank and Holsworthy. The Board has also invited 

http://www.italiancolleges.org.au/


 

 

 

 

Fr Chris de Sousa to be a Board Member. The nomination was sent to the Congregation’s 
Provincial Council in India and the outcome has been in favour of the appointment.  
 
Financial Contributions to the College 
 
I urge you to continue supporting Italian Colleges Australia Ltd through a donation, no matter 
how small. A letter will be sent out to the community inviting individuals, organisations and 
benefactors to become Honorary Members of ICA, with a membership fee of $1,000. 
Honorary Membership entitles the holder of their name being placed in the College’s Honour 
Roll and a certificate of appreciation from the Board of Directors. The names of Honorary 
Members will be displayed prominently on the ICA website. 
 
I wish you all a great month ahead and we look forward to writing to you with more exciting 
updates. I am convinced that the road ahead will not be an easy one, though I count on you all 
to make the College a reality for our children and the generations to come!  
 
“God wishes to test you, like gold in the furnace. The dross is consumed by the fire but the pure 
gold remains.” - Saint Jerome Emiliani 

The Somascan Way 
Words of Wisdom in the footsteps  
of Saint Jerome Emiliani by Fr Chris de Sousa CRS 

The foundational pedagogical element of St Jerome Emiliani is 
to reform Christianity to the holiness of apostolic times 
through the insistence of good Catholic traditions and values. 
His educational formation primarily facilitated the student’s 
deepened knowledge of Sacred Scripture as essential in one’s 
way of life. A familial style of learning that emphasised 
faithfulness to the organisation of one’s time was also essential to foster a sense of 
belonging, that prevented idleness, and to help keep burning one’s initial zeal to serve in each 
community. St Jerome Emiliani announced with his life the trustworthiness and confidence 
that all could find in the love of God the Father, that came from knowledge of one’s self as a 
beloved child of God, and by following Christ Crucified through constant docility to the 
inspirations of the Holy Spirit. This enabled those he educated to free themselves of personal 
bad habits and concretely nurture an attitude to live for Christ. 



 

 

 

 

Curriculum 
by Robert Ruggeri (Pro-Bono Consultant) 

 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
You may have recently seen in the news that the NSW 
Government is reforming the curriculum from Kindergarten to 
Year 12 so every student is prepared and ready for their future, 
which is a significant objective of the Emiliani Italian College.  
 
It comes from the NSW Curriculum Review, conducted by Professor Geoff Masters for the 
NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA), who found the current curriculum: 

● contains too much clutter, with not enough time to focus on deep learning 
● some students are not getting the solid foundation in English and Maths that they 

need and deserve 
● not all HSC subjects have clear links to further study and career pathways. 

 
So there is a plan for improvement with a new school curriculum, by 2022 that will: 

● build strong foundations in literacy and numeracy with new English and mathematics 
syllabuses for Kindergarten to Year 2 

● give teachers more time to concentrate on deep learning by reducing the hours 
teachers spend on non-essential learning and compliance requirements 

● better prepare Year 11 and 12 students for future work and study with new learning 
areas and career pathways. 
 

For the Emiliani Italian College this means there will be a great opportunity to start everything 
new, even implementing a new curriculum in 2023. This College will be an Independent 
College Preps-12 with a Catholic focus that embraces the Italian language and in particular 
the rich culture surrounding that language with an emphasis on providing a communal focus 
and portal to aspects of the greater community.   
 
When you are establishing a new College the pressure to provide results can be fairly daunting 
especially with an innovative approach to teaching and learning that the College is aiming to 
achieve in the South West. Everybody has a ‘silver’ bullet, an initiative they’re sure will change 
everything and it’s often based on very thin evidence. Concepts such as more testing, teacher 
evaluation, open classroom learning, whole language approach and smaller class sizes are 



 

 

 
 

 

indicative of this type of thinking. I am not saying that these initiatives were failures or that 
they did not achieve some level of success, however, just before I retired from face to face 
education I had a unique opportunity to read Professor John Hattie’s book “Visible Learning”.  
It’s basically a meta study of meta studies that consolidates 60,000 studies on over 300 
million students. The conclusions on what actually works and what does not, were pretty 
spectacular and I have to say stopped me in my tracks immediately to question past 
strategies and indeed my whole pedagogy of teaching and learning. Professor Hattie actually 
states very clearly that all attempts by educational authorities and teachers generally have a 
positive impact on learning and at least that gave me some solace in knowing as teachers we 
strive to make a difference.  
 
His premise which is based on his ongoing studies, now reaching some 90,000 studies on 
over a ¼ billion students, is utilising the top end factors in our teaching and learning that have 
the greatest impact. He also broke down those factors into categories such as: 
 

● Student 
● Curricula 
● Home  
● School 
● Classroom 
● Teacher 
● Teacher: Focus on student learning strategies 
● Teacher: Focus on teaching/instructional strategies 
● Teacher: Focus on implementation method 

 
In the coming newsletters, I hope to share with you more of Professor Hattie’s work which has 
an enormous impact on the way we teach and learn. In fact, it offers the Emiliani Italian 
College a pathway to implement an innovative model with solid foundation strategies in 
achieving the highest goals.  
 
In the meantime you may like to follow the two links below as an introduction to his concept 
of Visible Learning to gain a background understanding of his initial work. 

1. John Hattie: Visible Learning Pt. 1 Disasters and below average 
2. John Hattie: Visible Learning Pt. 2 Effective Methods 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sng4p3Vsu7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pD1DFTNQf4&t=24s


 

 

 

 

Community 
Engagement  
by Giovanni Albanese and 
Lorenzo Rositano 
 
Ciao Members and Friends, 
 
In July this year before we 
established our current ICA 
Committee we created a steering committee because we knew there was a NEED for such a 
College in South West Sydney but we had to find out if anyone actually WANTED this College. 
So as our first act of Community Engagement we turned to the Community via social media 
and we asked. The overwhelming answer was YES! In the first week alone over 1500 of you 
joined our social media pages, plus over ten thousand interactions. Within the first 24 hours 
we received expressions of interest from not only parents wanting to enroll their children but 
from enthusiastic teachers wanting to work at the College. Families asking the location of the 
College so they can buy homes close by, architects, designers and tradespeople all offering 
their services. Your response was overwhelming and confirmed our suspicion that not only 
was there a NEED for such a College but that people actually WANTED this College.  
 
With your encouragement we went ahead and established The Italian Colleges of Australia on 
the 15th of August. This day is significant not only for Italy but for our Cathiolic Faith. On the 
15th of August in Italy and around the world we celebrate Ferragosto and the Feast Day of the 
Assumption of Our Lady, the Holy Mother. This day has now become our founding day which 
we will celebrate at our Colleges every year with fetes and other events. 
 
Turning once again to our Catholic faith we drew inspiration from San Gerolamo/Jerome 
Emiliani and named our first college in his honour, the Emiliani Italian College, as well as 
inviting the Somaschi Fathers, the order founded by San Gerolamo Emiliani, to be the spiritual 
leaders of our College. 
 
The Italian Colleges of Australia committee would like to thank each and everyone that has 
contributed so far in turning this idea into a reality. A special mention to all those members 
that have joined us in creating our subcommittees, our family and friends for their support and 
last but not least we would like thank our Chairperson, Marco Testa, whose dream and idea it 
was that has inspired us all to create these Colleges for our communities and for future 
generations. Grazie mille Marco! 



 

 

 

 

Planning  
by Emanuele Esposito and  
Daniel Pollicina 
 
Our aim is to build a future for 
our children and we are on the 
way to building a reality that will 
lead us, as our first step, to lay 
the foundation stone of this great 
College. It will be a College for 
everyone and this is our first and only mission. 
 
It is a long journey but one that will ultimately bear fruit. A special thank you goes to the 
committee as we are currently looking for the location of Emiliani Italian College. The 
committee is working intensely not only to find a suitable location but also with regards to the 
planning of the classroom facilities. 
 
We have had several meetings to identify the right area. We want Emiliani College to be a free 
space where our children, in addition to studying, can find unity in a creative and joyful 
environment. Playing is serious! 
 
Emiliani Italian College will be a College that excites students, where head and heart are 
connected, where children are the main actors of being part of a College with a capital C. 
 
We want to create a serene environment that encompasses the wellbeing of every student: 
the best smile, the contact of a hug, positive relationships that allows our children to raise to 
the bar of self-esteem, the magic formula of kindness and belonging, for rules and duties, for 
values and feelings. Strengthening the character in an environment that calls for strong values 
and identity.  A family’s investment in the College is an investment for the future. 
 

Our task is to design innovative learning environments, starting from the pedagogical and 
learning needs of the College and their relationship with the facilities available. Attention to 
the building also translates into care of aesthetics. We are building an innovative College that 
is made for children,  and more importantly for their future. 
 
Help us on this journey; the journey of our children into the future! 
 


